Lesson #18 Appendix B: Selections from the Didache

The Didache is one the earliest Christian writings
apart from the New Testament. It was composed
at the end of first century or in the early decades
of the second century, which makes is
contemporary with the Gospel of John..

The passage below is the earliest known example
of a Christian liturgy. It stands at the beginning of
series of liturgies that leads to our own Book of
Common Prayer. Part of it is quoted in Hymn
302.

Concerning the Eucharist, hold Eucharist thus:

First concerning the Cup, “We give thanks to thee,
our Father, for the Holy Vine of David thy child,
which, thou didst make known to us through Jesus
thy child; to thee be glory for ever."
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And concerning the broken Bread: "We give thee thanks, our Father, for the life and knowledge
which thou didst make known to us through Jesus thy Child. To thee be glory for ever.

As this broken bread was scattered upon the mountains, but was brought together and became
one, so let thy Church be gathered together from the ends of the earth into thy Kingdom, for
thine is the glory and the power through Jesus Christ for ever.”

Final Prayers at the Eucharist

“We give thanks to thee, O Holy Father, for thy Holy Name which thou didst make to tabernacle
in our hearts, and for the knowledge and faith and immortality which thou didst make known to
us through Jesus thy Child. To thee be glory for ever.

Thou, Lord Almighty, didst create all things for thy Name's sake, and didst give food and drink
to men for their enjoyment, that they might give thanks to thee, but us hast thou blessed with
spiritual food and drink and eternal light through thy Child. Above all we give thanks to thee for
that thou art mighty. To thee be glory for ever.

Remember, Lord, thy Church, to deliver it from all evil and to make it perfect in thy love, and
gather it together in its holiness from the four winds to thy kingdom which thou hast prepared for
it. For thine is the power and the glory for ever.

Let grace come and let this world pass away. Hosannah to the God of David. If any man be holy,
let him come! if any man be not, let him repent: Maran atha, Amen.”
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